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D. O. No. BC-20012|73|2024-DWBDNC

frrcrr rytt/w, 
f 
f,'t,

The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment constituted the
Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
Communities (DWBDNC) in 2019 for the welfare and socio-economic development
of De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic (DNT) communities. Under the aegis of
the Board, the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED) was launched
on 16.02.2022, with four components - Education, Health lnsurance, Livelihood
and Housing.

2. The Department has identified certain issues that call for concerted
intervention at the State/UT level, particularly with regard to (i) issuance of DNT
Community Certificates, (ii) constitution of District-level Grievance Redressal
Committees, and (iii) availability of land for housing of homeless DNT families.

3. ln the absence of DNT Caste Certificates, eligible members of DNT
communities are unable to access benefits under various Central and State
Government schemes and programmes, including SEED. lt is, therefore, essential
that an appropriate mechanism for identification of DNT communities and issuance
of DNT Caste Certificates is established and streamlined across all States/UTs. The
list of DNT communities identifled by the National Commission for De-notified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) may be seen in the Commission'sreport, available on the Board's portal
(https://dwbdnc.dosje.gov.in/public/uploads/news/1 7061698655675.pdf). Further,
reference is also invited to this Department's earlier communications dated
22.06.2022,26.06.2024 and 30 12.2024 (copies enctosed).

4. Given the socio-economic vulnerabilities faced by DNT communities,
including instances of harassment, exploitation and discrimination, it is requested
that District-level Grievance Redressal Committees for DNTs - headed by the
District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner or any other appropriate authority, on the
lines of the Grievance Redressal Committees constituted for the proteition and
welfare of SCs and STs - be set up in all districts where such mechanism is not in
place already. Reference may also be made to this Department's letter dated
22.02.2015 in this regard. A model office order issued by the Government of
Maharashtra on 24 04.2026, constituting such Committees, is enclosed for ready
reference.

5. lt is also noted that a substantlal section of DNT communities remains
landless, in both rural and urban areas. As availability of land is a key prerequisite
for extending housing benefits under various Central/State housing sihemes, the
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State/UT Administration is requested to identify and make available suitable land,
wherever feasible, for housing eligible homeless DNT families.

6. Against this backdrop, I would earnestly request the State/UT Administration to
formulate and furnish a comprehensive, time-bound Action Plan, duly addressing
the following dimensions:

i. Estimated population of DNT communities in the State/UT, along with the
cumulative number of DNT Community Certificates issued to date;

ii. Number of communities formally notified as DNT/NT/SNT within the
State/UT;

iii. Existing State/UT schemes instituted for the welfare and upliftment of DNT
communities;

iv. lllustrative sample copies of DNT caste certificates issued by the State/UT;

v. Status of constitution and operationalisation of District-level Grievance
Redressal Committees for DNTs;

vi. ldentification and earmarking of land for housing of eligible homeless DNT
families;

vii. Status of implementation various welfare programmes for DNT
communities, and

viii. Details of Nodal Departmenvagency designated for coordinating and
addressing DNT-related matters in the State/UT.

7. The Action Plan so furnished may clearly articulate the activities envisaged, the
Departmenuagency entrusted with responsibility, definitive timelines and anticipated
outcomes, together with a candid account of the progress achieved thus far on each
of the above dimensions.

8. I would be grateful if the requisite Action Plan, along with a comprehensive
status report on action taken, could be furnished to this Department within 30 days,
so as to enable a substantive review and the necessary follow-up action at the
earliest.

rhemattermaykindlybeaccordedtoppriority. ilil,lrrt'flt lb'

Yours sincerely,

/rdtta^r'l^W
( Sudhansh Pant )

To
Chief Secretaries/Administrators of all States/UTs
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Yours sincrrtly
sd,,-

(rtlltr -{6xihotri)

t.?
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,,/ Cog,yto shri H.K. Dar, htnnb* S*r*rr1'r NCEHT.
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R. Subrahmanyam, tAs
Secretary

Mlnlstry of Soclal Justice and Empowerment
Oepartnenl ol Soclal Justice E Empowerment

Government of lndia

Oale:22.6.2022

Dear Chief Secretary

. As you are aware that Ministry of sociar Justice and Empowerment
has constituted a Development and welfare Board for De-notifieo, Nomaoicand semi Nomadic communities (DWBDNC). These .ornruniti*. ***.g*as one of the most..vurnerabre and negrected communities across thecountry and normally live in hard-to-reacrr places. Most of them do not ownland and live in tents, jhuggies, katcha or semi_pucca nousei. 

-' '

2. 
. . ln spite of iheir poverty and row-income, they are deprived of access to

3niitllmelt_and legal rights rike possession of .mrij o."uments thatincludes BPL card. Ration card, Aadhaar card, caste certificate, voter IDcard etc. Possession of these documents is vitat ror a.cessi'giny servicesand benefits for deveropment programmes of state ;.J-i or centrarGovernment.

3. Government of lndia is committed to providing these basic rights tothese.more deprived communities of the societv 
"noi"coroi"gry, 

, schemenamely, scheme for 
^Economic .Empowerment of orurs (sgE6) nas oeenlaunched on 16.02.20?2 by t-tod'bb Minister of social Justice andEmpowerment. The Scheme has following four compon"ni.,--'

i) To provide coaching of good quarity for DNT candidates to enabre
them to appear in competitive examinations.

ii) To provide health insurance of DNT Communities.

iii) To facititate livelihoods initiative at community level to build andstrengthen small clu sters of DNT/NT/SNT commun ities institutions.

iv) To provide flnanciar assistance for construction of houses to members
of the DNT Communities.

4. ln order to ensure that the benefit of the scheme reaches to the realdeserving beneficiaries we need to deverop a proper database and tilr thattime some adhoc arrangements to have tne aeiaits .f t rg;ifi;ps. rn this
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connection the rist of DNTINT/sNT communities..in your state. as risted byrdate commission ror .oe-noimei,""itromao,c and semi Nomadiccommunities, is encros'd. y"; ;-;Alr*"i"a to ensure that caste certificateto people of these cornmunities is iJiueo in a time bound manner afterverification of credentiars.and 
9ft,"i re-ir]r.iements. This is needed for themto make use of the benefits under the iE; Scheme.

3;-- ^ l, 
shall be gratefur,.if you. courd personary rook into the matter andorrecl the officers accordinglv vour cileration wiri g; ; ki;; way in rheovera lt devetopment of D NTTN T/S rrri C"ri-, u n oe s.

With regards,

Encl: As above

To
Chiof Secrshries of StateruT Governmentt

Yours sincerely,

I4zzlc
(R.Subrahmanyam)
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D.O. No. 2001211112024- DWBDNCs

wh ;i

De-onr C\*+ Sc!Y\,
As you are Eiware that Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

(MOSJE) has constituted a Development and Welfare Board for De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Communities (DWBDNC) which
operates the Scheme for Economic Empourerment of DNTs (SEED) for
the weffare and development of 'de-notified, nomadic and semi nomadic
communities (DNTs)'. lt was launched on 16{2-2022 by Hon'ble Minister
of Social Justice and Empowerment. This scheme has four components -
(a) free coaching; (b) health insurance; (c) facilitation of livelihood
initiatives et community level: and (d) financial assistance for construction
of houses.

2. To enable delivery of above benefits to DNT communities under
SEED and also under other central/state schemes for DNTs, it is
necessary to develop a proper database of DNT communities in every
State/UT and issue DNT ceilficates to every eligible person belonging to
these communities, in a time bound manner after verificalion of
credentials and other requirements. ln this regard, D.O. letter dated 22-6-
2022 (oopy enclosed) ftom my predecessor may also be refened to.

3. A number of States/UTs are not issuing DNT certificates. For
ensuring proper documentation and creation of data base for delivery of
benefits under SEED and Centre/State Schemes, the folloning are
suggestsd:

(i) lssuance of DNT certificates:_The process of applicationfissuance of
DNT certificate should be citizen friendly and steps may be taken to
digitize. lt is suggested that on moving to digitization, a online syslem be
developed where eligible person from DNT community be asked to submit
with complete record of data in electronic form (with all required
documents) at designated service centres. These centres upload the
application with photo and other necessary documents and forward it to
designated authority for issuing DNT certificate. No physical interface may
be allowed between applicant and certificate issuing authority, at any
stage of this process. lf there is any deficiency in application, applicant
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Government of lndia
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June26,2024
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gets intimation digitally through service centres. A timeline be prescribed
for every stage of this prooess from the time of application to the issuance
of DNT certificates.

(ii) Content of DNT certlflcates: To faclitate release of benefits and to
avoid creation of multiple databases in respect of one DNT applicant, the
DNT certificates should have detailed information induding photo, name
of father and mother, date of birth, residence, Aadhar card number, name
of communig (SC, ST, OBC, Others). The certificate should also include
whether the appllcant community is recognized by the Strate Government
as de-notified or nomadic or semitomadic community by way of an
Oder.

4. I shall be grateful if you could personally Iook into the matter
regarding development and welfare of DNTs and direct the concemed
officers accordingly.

Wt{t .'-qoaAs.
Yours sincerely,

( Amlt Yadav )

Enclosure: As above

To

All Ghlef Secretarles of State IUT Governments
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Government of India

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Department of Social Justice & Empowerment

D. O. No. BG2OO12I73|202+DWBDNC December 30,2024

Dcarr cu.'+ Saa<.I:ar*1 I

The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment
(DoSJE) has constituted a Development and Welfare Board for
De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Communities
(DWBDNC) which is implementing the 'Scheme for Economic
Empowerment of DNTs (SEED)' for welfare and development of
'De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic communities (DNTs).
The SEED scheme was launched on on 16-02- 2022 and it has
four components - (a) free coaching; (b) health insurance; (c)
livelihood and (d) housing. A high-level review of SEED Scheme
has highlighted following three areas of concern: (i) non
issuance of DNT certificates by various states/UTs; (ii) non
formation of district level grievance redressal committee for
DNTs; and (iii) need for land allotment to enable housing
schemes for houseless DNTs in various states/UTs. The list of
DNT communities is enclosed.

2. ln the absence of issuance of DNT certificate to eligible
persons belonging to these communities, they are unable to
avail various schemes and programs of Central and State
Government. To ensure the delivery of benefits under SEED
and other schemes of DNT communities, it is necessary to
develop a proper database of DNT communities in every
State/UT. ln this regard, earlier letters dated 22-6-2022 and
dated 26-6-2024 (copies enclosed) may kindly be referred to. At
present, issuance of DNT certificates is being done by only
seven States.

3. Further to their socio-economic conditions, DNTs face
challenges of harassment, exploitation and discrimination. ln
this regard, your kind attention is invited to a letter dated
22.O2.2O15 (copy enclosed) sent by Secretary, SJ&E wherein it
was requested that a 'District Level Grievance Redressal
Committee for DNTs' to be chaired by the DC/DM or other
appropriate authority may be set up on similar lines as
Grievance Redressal Committees for protection and welfare of

Room No. 604, 'A'Wng, Shastri Bhawan, t{ew Delhi-ll0 001
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SCs and STs. lt is requested that your State/UT may
immediately set up such district level committees for DNTs.

4. A majority of the members of DNT communities are
landless, both in urban and rural areas. To provide housing to
them under rural and urban housing schemes of Central/State
Government, possession of land is a pre- requisite. ln view of
above, you are requested to make land available to DNTs for
housing in your State/UT.

5. May I request you to prepare an effective and time bound
action plan on above mentioned issues for development and
welfare of DNTs, at the earliest.

Nrl.\^ v*,cartls a'l.'I b'tl witba +x ?'?29'
6 Yours sincerely,

\***V*"'
( Amit Yadav )

Enclosure: As above

To,
Chief Secretaries of all States and UTs
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